 Town of Oyen

HISTORY:

The Town of Oyen, named for pioneer Andrew Oyen, is a friendly, thriving community situated in the prairie grassland region. The dry climate enhances outdoor recreation, especially in the summer. Upland birds, geese, deer and antelope hunting are popular pastimes in the fall for residents and visitors alike. Oyen was established as a village in 1913 just south of the crossroads of highways 9 and 41 by settlers who came to homestead. The early settlement included a Mounted Police post, a hotel, a school and a newspaper – The Oyen News.

The first council meeting was held on March 8, 1913. The concerns of the council and administrators were basically the same then as now: cleanliness and appearance of the village, the safety of the citizens, the enforcement of laws, building standards and financing. On August 17, 1965, Oyen was incorporated as a Town and the councillors went on to struggle with the old problems and to cope with new ones.

Many changes have come to this community through the years but one thing remains the same – Oyen continues to be a vital service centre for the people here and in the surrounding communities.

INTEGRATED VIEW:

Oyen is located in sunny southeastern Alberta. Situated on the corner of highways 9 and 41, we are the centre between Calgary and Saskatoon running east and west, and Regina and Edmonton running north and south. Communities in this part of Alberta are small in size and large in heart. Rural lifestyle is the foundation of our community – neighbour helping neighbour. Quiet tree-lined streets provide a picturesque view of small town life surrounded by large expanses of farming and native prairies filled with an abundance of wildlife. We offer traditional values of friendliness, service and hospitality – a great place to live and raise a family.

Oyen is a modern urban community that provides excellent municipal services, medical services, modern schools, recreation/leisure facilities, senior accommodations, a small airport and the benefits of “big city” life without “big city” problems. Through partnerships and alliances with surrounding municipalities and government agencies, residents of Oyen and surrounding communities have been able to survive and maintain an excellent quality of life. The region surrounding Oyen is host to a wide variety of landscapes, birds and animals (including many endangered species) and historic western lifestyle.

The Oyen area is home to 650 farm families and a total farm area of 1.8 million acres. Main agricultural products include wheat, durum, barley, rye, tame hay, oats, flax, canola, mustard, field peas, lentils and beef cattle. With an agricultural research center located in Oyen (CARA), there are always new crops being tested in the region.

Oyen is the service center for many smaller communities within the SAMDA (Special Areas and MD of Acadia No 34) region. The prime economic activities in the SAMDA region are agriculture, oil, natural gas and tourism. The energy sector is very strong and provides employment and economic spin off to our communities. We have a number of energy related businesses, services and contractors.  As a Canadian Badlands GATEWAY community, we boast prospects for tourism entrepreneurs. The Canadian Badlands is a destination choice of hundreds of thousands of tourists each year and is growing. Oyen operates a provincial Visitor Information Center during the months of May to September, and the staff is trained to promote tourism destinations locally as well as provincially. The retail and administration sectors in Oyen anchor our communities and present opportunities for growth.  

ECONOMIC:

Local community and recreation organizations reflect the interest and passion of our communities. From theatre groups, agricultural societies and historical societies to Chamber of Commerce, youth groups and service clubs, our organizations deliver great events and services to our community. These events are diverse in nature and appeal to a wide range of ages.  Work is being done regionally by SAMDA to encourage organizations to utilize a website designed to help promote community activities throughout the region, and to educate the communities to think regionally when planning events.

CULTURAL:

The Town of Oyen and surrounding communities host a wide range of cultural events. These events include bull-a-ramas, bronc riding, rodeos, fairs, craft exhibitions, art shows, musical theatre productions, classic car shows and, of course, the many ever-popular food events – pot lucks, turkey suppers, wild game suppers, supper theatres, farmer's markets, etc. In addition to this, there are many cultural sites, such as museums, and heritage sites that exhibit the communities’ histories.

RECREATION:

The Town of Oyen, its residents, and organizations, have worked hard to ensure the people of Oyen and the surrounding communities have recreational opportunities second to none. From the 9-hole grass greens golf course, ice arena, aquatic centre, tennis courts, ball diamonds, horseshoe pits, skateboard ramp, playgrounds and fishing pond to the Municipal Library and Seniors recreational centre, we strive to provide recreational opportunities for all ages. The town is currently working on a five-year recreational master plan to continue to expand and meet the needs of the community. A larger fitness center and walking trails have been identified as opportunities to be pursued in the future.

VISION:

Oyen is a thriving community. Our modern, progressive town is welcoming. We attract business, industry and tourism. Oyen is a safe, caring and wonderful place to live, work and play.

MISSION:

The Town of Oyen provides excellent municipal services, infrastructure and recreation while ensuring a strong quality of life for all residents. We are committed to demonstrating leadership through partnerships with our surrounding municipalities.

SLOGAN:

Blue Skies, Clean Air, Friendly People
